To the Members of Parliament of the Provincial and Federal NDP,

As progressive academics, we learned with great dismay and disappointment that the Ontario
Legislature passed a motion to denounce the Israeli Apartheid Week campus events. We find
it even more distressing that NDP members of the legislature were silent and did not
denounce this resolution, which accuses activists and intellectuals of "inciting hatred" for their
attempt to openly discuss and debate the nature of the Israeli state.

We are extremely dismayed that a political party such as the NDP, which claims to have a
base of support among progressive-minded Canadians, would demonstrate such thin
knowledge of the current situation and history of Israel, as well as apartheid in South Africa,
that it would consider this issue (regardless of what individual NDP members might think of it)
to be one that does not even have the right to be openly discussed. In the Toronto Star, Cheri
DiNovo, NDP member of the legislature, stated that "what we need to build peace ... are not
inflammatory words like apartheid, particularly used inappropriately in the case of Israel". We
do not know how familiar Ms. DiNovo is with the Palestinian situation, or if she had researched
the matter before making such statements. Regardless, the issue is not about her view of the
situation, but rather the right of others to express a different view without the NDP attempting
to silence them and threatening their freedom of speech.

Former US President Jimmy Carter, Nelson Mandela, and Archbishop Desmond Tutu have all
used the term apartheid to describe the nature of Israeli occupation in the West Bank and
Gaza. Many South African trade unions and academic organizations also use the same term
to describe the conditions endured by Palestinians in the occupied territories. Are Carter,
Mandela, and Desmond Tutu using the term apartheid inappropriately in the case of Israel? Is
the NDP accusing them of "inciting hatred"? Furthermore, Israeli leaders -- from Menachem
Begin to Ehud Olmert -- have also stated that, in the absence of peace, Israel would eventually
become an apartheid state.

After many years of frustration with futile peace efforts, where Israel has refused to recognize
Palestinians' right to have a proper sovereign state, Palestinians living in the occupied
territories decided to launch a campaign to reveal the true nature of the Israeli occupation. In
recent years, there have been enormous efforts by the supporters of Israel to shut down this
public debate and to stifle free speech when it comes to Israeli human rights violations. It is
unconscionable for the NDP to give support to such efforts. This recent resolution passed by
the Ontario Legislature is an unacceptable assault on free speech. There are many
courageous Jewish people, both in Canada and in Israel, who are not afraid to speak about
the true nature of Israeli occupation.

By being silent about this resolution, you have not only betrayed and silenced them but you
have also appeased the most reactionary political groups, who are trying to shut down the
debate about Israeli apartheid.

Many of us who support the NDP do so because the party stands for values we cherish such
as human rights, social justice and human dignity. The NDP would appear to be out of touch
with much of the progressive thought among the left in this country as well as with the social
movements that push for progressive change. When the NDP buckles under the pressure of a
powerful lobby group and betrays its own principles, this tells us that the gap between the NDP
and the Conservatives annarrowed to an extent that there is little reason for someone on the
left to support the NDP. During Israel’s brutal attack on Gaza, Jack Layton and the NDP were
shamefully silent. Once again, the NDP has failed to take a public stance on this very public
resolution. This is yet another indication that the NDP is not prepared to uphold its values
when it comes to Palestinians.



We hope that the NDP will seriously consider changing course and distancing itself from the
Conservative Party’s view on the situation in Israel/Palestine, and publicly clarifying its position
not just in relation to its decision in the Ontario legislature but in the Federal Parliament in
future votes related to this issue. Rather than attacking those on the left with whom some in
the NDP might disagree, and wrongly accusing them of "inciting hatred," we call on the NDP to
listen to what these voices are saying, and to defend, rather than stifle, their freedom of
speech.
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